
 
Hello,  
Here is today's update on our Governement's actions on COVID-19. 
 
Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy 
 
As of this morning, employers can apply online for the Emergency Wage Subsidy on the 
Revenue Agency's website.  
You will find the online portal at canada.ca to apply for this 75% subsidy. 
 
The Canada Revenue Agency has worked with financial institutions to ensure that you 
can quickly receive your payments if you opt for direct deposit, with the first payments 
starting May 7.  
 
As of 6:00 a.m. this morning, nearly 10,000 businesses had already applied.  
This wage subsidy will allow you to rehire your workers laid off due to VIDOC-19, 
prevent further job losses and better position you to return to normal operations after 
the crisis. 
 
Here is the link for more information: https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-
agency/services/subsidy/emergency-wage-subsidy.html 
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Canada's Emergency Assistance for Commercial Rents 
 
Given the strong interest in this measure, we wanted to explain a few points.  
First of all, this measure is aimed at owners of mortgaged commercial buildings. It has 
been developed with respect for provincial jurisdictions related to rent as well as the 
federal capacity to intervene on mortgages with the Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation.  
 
At a time when many businesses are considering temporarily ceasing operations, or 
when their revenues have dropped by more than 70%, there is a risk of default.  We 
have in mind in particular certain small and medium enterprises (SMEs), such as 
restaurants or seasonal businesses. We are also thinking of charities and non-profit 
organizations. In order to avoid these undesirable situations in the current economic 
climate, we want to preserve the rental relationship between landlords and their 
tenants while providing some flexibility for SMEs, which are disproportionately affected 
by COVID-19.  
 



We are asking landlords to have the flexibility to understand the needs of certain SMEs. 
The measure goes as follows: 
 

1.               A portal should be available soon to access the program 
2.               A loan of 50% of the value of the rent for the months of April, May and June 

will be granted to admissible owners of mortgaged commercial properties. 
3.               The loan will be converted into a grant if the landlord agrees to reduce the 

rent by at least 75%.  
4.               This will be done under a rent forgiveness agreement, which will include a 

term not to evict the tenant while the agreement is in place.  
5.               The SME would thus cover the remaining 25%. 

 

 
 
Don’t hesitate to contact us for any questions or requests for information for this or 
other matters important to you. 
  
As always, we are here to help. 
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Pour les dernières nouvelles de la COVID-19 | For the most recent news about COVID-19 
Suivez Lyne Bessette | Follow Lyne Bessette Facebook & Instagram 
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